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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend the claims as follows: 
Claims 1-14 (Canceled). 

Claim 15 (New): A facility retrieval apparatus comprising: 

an area name dictionary stored with area names; ' 

a classified name dictionary stored with classified names of facilities; 

a facility name dictionary stored with facility names; 

input means for receiving an input from a user; 

identifying means for identifying, by referring to said area name dicticnar>^ and said 
classified name dictionary, whether each of a plurality of names input by the user is the name of 
an area name or a classified name, regardless of their order of input, and 

extracting means for extracting, from said facility name dictionary, a facility name 
satisfying a narrow-down condition designated by at least one name which is identified by said 
identifying means as said area name or said classified name. 

Claim 16 (New): A facility retrieval apparatus according to claim 15, fiirther comprising: 
number-of facilities extracting means for extracting from said facility name dictionary a 

number of facility names satisfying the narrow-down condition designated by said at least one 

identified name; and 

urging means for urging input of said area names or said classified names if said number 
extracted facility names is greater than a predetermined number thereof; 
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wherein said extracting means extracts from said facility name dictionary a facility name 
satisfying the narrow-down condition designated by said at least one identified name number of 
extracted facilities names is equal to or smaller than the predetermined number thereof 

Claim 17 (New) A facility retrieval apparatus according to claim 15, further comprising: 
number-of-facility-names storage means for storing, for each narrow-down condition, the 

number of facility names satisfying a narrow-down condition designated by an arbitrary name 

within said area names and said classified names; 

number-of facilities extracting means for extracting from said facility name dictionary a 

number of facility names satisfying the narrnw-down condition designated by said at leact one 

identified name; and 

urging means for urging input of said area names or said classified names if said number 
of extracted facility names is greater than a predetermined number thereof; 

wherein said extracting means extracts from said facility name dictionary a facility name 
satisfying the narrow-down condition designated by said at least one identified name if the 
number of extracted facilities names is equal to or smaller than the predetermined number 
thereof. 

Claim 18 (New): A facility retrieval apparatus according to claim 16, wherein said urging 
means urges input of said facility names when said number of extracted facility names is greater 
than the predetermined number thereof and said at least one identified name is said classified 
name. 



DC\537451\1 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO.: 040894-5733 
Application No.: 09/976,029 

Page 4 



Claim 19 (New): A facility retrieval apparatus according to claim 16, wherein said urging 
means urges input of further detailed area name when said number of extracted facility names is 
greater than the predetermined number thereof and said at least one identified name is said area 
name. 



Claim 20 (New): A facility retrieval apparatus according to claim 16, wherein the urging 
means urges input of said facility names after extracting said facility names by said extracting 
means. 

Claim 21 (New): A facility retrieval apparatus according to claim 20, fv^thcr comprising: 
specifying means for specifying one name out of said facility names by comparing an 

inputted name after executing the urging of inputting said facility names with said extracted 

facility names. 



Claim 22 (New): A facility retrieval apparatus according to claim 21 , wherein the urging 
means urges the inputting of a name for a specifying purpose if said identifying means is unable 
to specify said one name out of said facility names. 

Claim 23 (New): A facility retrieval apparatus according to claim 22, wherein if said 
identifying means is unable to specify said one name out of said facility names the urging means 
urges the inputting of more detailed area names of classified names than said identified name as 
said name for the specifying purpose. 
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Claim 24 (New): A facility retrieval method for use in a facility retrieval apparatus having 
an area name dictionary stored with area names, a classified name dictionary stored with classified 
names of facilities and a facility name dictionary stored with facility names, said method 
comprising of: 

receiving an input fi-om a user by input means; 

identifying in identifying means, by referring to said area name dictionary and said 
classifying name dictionary, whether each of a plurality of names input by the user is the name of an 
area name or a classified name regardless of their order of input; and 

extracting in extracting means from said facility name dictionary, a facility name satisfying 
a narrow-down condition designated by at least one narne which is identified by said identif>ing 
means as said area names or said classified names. 
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